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of the British Indian Association for this purpose, went to Pretoria last
Saturday; there they were joined by Mr. Haji Habib on behalf of the
Pretoria Committee. Mr, Duncan saw them at 11 a.m. Before writing
further on the subject, I must say that their troubles began even as they
got into the morning train that leaves at 8-30. Mr. Chamney, who had
agreed to make all the arrangements at the station, had for his part no
doubt done so. But neither the station master nor the conductor knew
anything about them. The latter became obstructive, arguing that they
had come without previous notice. Finally, however, the members were
accommodated in a second-class compartment up to Germiston, whence
they were able to have a first-class carriage. There ensued a long discus-
sion with Mr. Duncan. The deputation told him that the Asiatic Act
would be unacceptable to the Indian community under any circumstances
and that re-registration would simply not take place. It was tyrannical
that, in response to the community's plea for relief, the Government should
attempt to enforce a harsher law. It was unthinkable that women and
children should be registered. Registration was not necessary during
the Dutch regime, and besides, the practice does not obtain elsewhere
in British territory. The deputation presented a detailed account of permit
problems. Messrs Haji Ojer Ally and Haji Habib spoke in impassioned
terms about them. Mr. Duncan told them that the Government would
consider all the points and send a reply. In answer to the question about
the Malays, Mr. Duncan said that the Act of 1885 had at no time applied
to them, and that the Government would therefore consider whether
to extend the Act to them or not, although, strictly speaking, it should.
Mr. Essop Mian, who wanted to say something on his own, was asked
to seek a separate interview, as Mr. Duncan had to attend another
meeting.
DADABHAI BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
The Committee of the British Indian Association met in Johannes-
burg last Friday, about thirty persons attending. It was unanimously
decided to cable congratulations to Dadabhai on his eighty-second
birthday. The cable was accordingly sent on September 41,
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430. CONGRATULATIONS TO DADABHAI NAOROJI
[JOHANNESBURG,
September 4, 1906]
BRITISH  INDIAN  ASSOCIATION   TENDERS  YOU HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAY.    PRAY YOU MAY BE LONG SPARED  SERVE YOUR COUNTRY.
India, 5-10-1906
1 The letter, though begun on September 3, was completed on or after September 4,